
Getting to Know You 
Draft #1 Due August 25 

Final Draft Due August 29 
 
 As The New Yorker cartoon below humorously depicts, the difference between bland and 
interesting writing is often a matter of word choice.  Review the American Express® 
advertisement attached.  Notice how effectively M. Night Shyamalan uses word choices on his 
“inspiration” prompt to express his biographical information in an interesting way.  For example, 
rather than listing his inspiration as “my wife and two daughters” (to whom I suppose he is 
referring), he instead refers to “the three black-haired angels that live in my house.”  In this way, 
he evokes something of the feeling from his movie The Sixth Sense—a sense of the supernatural 
intermingled with reality.  (Notice how the visual imagery of the advertisement echoes this 
message).   
 
Arguably, some of Shyamalan’s word choices are more bland than interesting (e.g. his responses 
to “indulgence,” “last purchase,” and “favorite movie”).  I will review several American 
Express® advertisements in class, and you will evaluate the effectiveness of the authors’ word 
choices, preparatory to creating your own advertisement.    
 
Your task is to create your own biographical portrait by writing and answering prompts similar 
to those on the accompanying American Express® advertisement.  Just as none of the American 
Express® advertisements we reviewed in class have identical prompts or identical answers, 
neither should your prompts and responses be identical to those on another classmate’s 
assignment.  The prompts you choose and the answers you write should show creativity and the 
sort of “correct” or interesting word choices that are shown on The New Yorker cartoon attached. 
Bland writing, as shown on the cartoon, will not receive a high mark!  The purpose of your 
writing is for me to get to know what is unique about you through your personal written voice. 
 
The prompts in your final product must be typed, although neatly writing in your answers adds 
personality to your final portrait.  You must have a total of ten prompts, and one must be 
“favorite book” (or some original way of writing the same requirement).   You must also include 
a picture of yourself (photograph, drawing, or otherwise) that supports the text of your 
advertisement.  Feel free to choose whatever card you would like under the “My card” prompt, 
create a visual logo for your card, and include your signature.   
 
As a final note, neatness and mechanics count.  For example, mechanical errors, stray pen marks, 
scratched-out writing, or crumpled paper will result in a one-point deduction per error.   
 

Rubric 
 

Required Element Points Possible Points Earned 
10 prompts & responses 30  
Relevant personal photo 10  
Neatness & mechanics 
(conventions, spelling, & 
punctuation) 

10  
 
 

       Total score:   /50 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 


